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The onion plant has been grown and selectively bred in cultivation for at least 7,000 years. It is a

biennial plant, but is usually grown as an annual. Modern varieties typically grow to a height of 15 to

45 cm (6 to 18 in). The leaves are yellowish- to bluish green and grow alternately in a flattened, fan-

shaped swathe. They are fleshy, hollow, and cylindrical, with one flattened side.
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